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INDEX OF SURGICAL PROGRESS. 


was found compressing the nerve against the fibula. Removal caused 
relief, but recurrence has occurred. Case 2 was a woman,set. 23, who 
was unable to flex her elbow without exquisite pain. A small bony 
growth was found at the elbow joint just outside of the biceps tendon, 
and incision revealed that the external cutaneous nerve was com¬ 
pressed between f the tendon and growth. Removal of the latter re¬ 
lieved her pain.— Bost. Med. and Surg. Jour ., Feb. 9, r888. 

James E. 1'ii.ciier (U.S.Army.) 

III. Hemorrhage from the larger Bloodvessels in Abscesses. 
By Dr. Paul Gueterrock (Berlin). The theme has been treated 
exhaustively by other writers under the heading of “Arrosion” of the 
bloodvessels (Boegehold) yet there is a form of hemorrhage which, 
according to the author, cannot be placed under the above process. 
This hemorrhage takes place in abscesses and from large vessels. It 
does not result from an ulcerative or inflammatory erosion of the wall 
of the blood-vessel. In the process intended to be described by 
Gueterbock there is a gradual thinning of the walls of the vessel ex¬ 
posed in the abscess. This process extends from the adventitia inter¬ 
nals involving all the coats of the vessel. I he exact nature of this 
process the author does not determine. He points, however, to the 
absence of ulceration-thickening or erosion processes. The vessel 
having thined at one point mure than another (generally the deepest 
situation in the abscess) it only needs a slight trauma to cause hemor¬ 
rhage. These hemorrhages are generally fatal. The author records 
two cases of the above process. In one case the patient was saved; the 
antiseptic tamponade was employed .—Deutsche Zeitsch f. ■ Chir. 
bd. xxiv. hft. 5 and 6. 

Henry Kotlik, (New York.) 

IV. Bilateral Suppurative Otitis as a Consequence of Pos¬ 
terior Nasal Tamponade for Epistaxis. By Dr* Gelle. The 
author attacks the general opinion that when death follows a pos¬ 
terior nasal tamponade it is the consequence of cerebral apoplexy, 
pointing to the fact that consecutive acute inflammation of the 
middle ear may be the cause of the fatal issue. He reports the case 
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of a man aged 55, in whom the posterior nares was plugged on account 
of severe epistaxis, the plug being left in for 48 hours. Three days 
after its removal acute bilateral otitis media developed, with perfora¬ 
tion of the membrana tympani. The patient recovered. He attributes 
the inflammation to irritation caused by the putrid fluid which results 
from the plugging.— Birm. Afed. Rev.. Nov. 1887 after Revue Mens, 
de Laryngol. 

V. The Question of Treatment in Wounds of the 
Femoral Artery and Vein Simultaneously. By Mr. W. J. 
VVai.sham. (London). R. H. W., a medical student, received a 
punctured wound of the left femoral artery and vein. The profuse 
hemorrhage that resulted was controlled by digital pressure and a firm 
bandage. On the following afternoon an anterio-venous aneurism was 
detected. Three days after, as the tumor was increasing, it was ex¬ 
plored. The femoral artery and vein in Hunter’s canal were found 
wounded, and were tied above and below at the injured spot. Unin¬ 
terrupted recovery. The question of the treatment of a wounded 
femoral artery was discussed under the following heads : 1. Immediate 
simultaneous ligature of the femoral artery and vein. The author gave 
twelve cases in which immediate ligature was applied. In four, and 
probably in five, gangrene occurred. It was submitted however, that 
especially as regarded ligature of the superficial femoral vessels, the 
danger of gangrene had been overrated. 2. Continuous pressure 
without operation. Out of thirty six cases so treated, thirty-five re¬ 
sulted in arterio venous aneurism. The dangers of treating this 
affection were commented on. The author concluded that pressure 
alone could not be recommended, and showed that pressure itself in¬ 
volved the danger of sloughing and secondary hemorrhage. 3. Tem¬ 
porary pressure in order to allow the collateral circulation to be estab¬ 
lished before resorting to ligature. The danger of gangrene after liga¬ 
ture was reduced to a minimum when the collateral circulation had 
become established. Grillo of Naples tied both vessels in fifteen cases 
for aneurism without a single bad result. In twenty cases collected by 
the author, gangrene occurred in five only, and in four of these five, 



